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Intolerant and tyrannical as that which it had displaced. He insisted that it was the natural right of every individual to worship God from his own heart and lips, free from the interposition of all sacerdotal machinery. And the absolute freedom of conscience and equality before the law which are so largely the principles of modern civilisation, wherever they may have had their birth, flourished into healthy and permanent life under the nourishing and zealous care of Oliver Cromwell's Government.
He has no monument in England, and he can have none with the sanction of the Government, because a monument to Cromwell would be an official acknowledgment of successful rebellion.1 But the great Deliverer needs no marble shaft while mankind cherishes the remembrance of his works.
When the news of Cromwell's fatal sickness reached Ireland, Henry Cromwell solicitously inquired: " Where is that person of wisdom, courage, conduct, and (which is equivalent to all) reputation at home and abroad, which we see necessary to preserve our peace ? Would not good men fear one another, and the world them ? " 3
But while Lambert, until the abolishment of the Major-Generals had stirred him to mortal enmity against Cromwell, had expected to succeed to the Protectorship, and while Fleetwood, even at the death of Oliver, had held some faint hopes of being called to the office, yet there was none of sufficient courage to gainsay Richard's claim. Accordingly, within three hours of Oliver's death, Richard was proclaimed Lord Protector. There was no tumult, nor any apparent opposition, although the Cavalier party instantly became alert and impatiently awaited their opportunity to rise. " There is not a dog that wags his tongue," wrote Thurloe, " so great a calm as we are in/'3
That incomparable Army, which the great Puritan had moulded into the finest military machine in Europe, received the intelligence of his death in the lethargy and gloom of hopeless sorrow. They felt that they had " not lost a General and
1 I gladly withdraw this statement.    See Preface to Commemoration Edition. a Letter to Thurloe, Thurloe, vol. vii., p. 376. 3 Thurloe, vol. vii., p. 374.